
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



272 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

quite impossible to do so in the way it could have been done by the mem- 
bers of the staff who were in contact with the case studies and family 
biographies. While we are informed that each investigator found his 
work weaving into that of the others, we cannot clearly discover the 
extent to which the various institutions are related and cannot correlate 
the results. In this statement exception should be made, however, of 
the study of child-helping institutions by Miss Lattimore, which does 
show the correlations specifically and clearly. 

E. H. Sutherland 
Wiixiam Jewell College 



The Mental Health of the School Child. The Psycho-educational 
Clinic in Relation to Child Welfare. Contributions to a new 
science of orthophrenics and orthosomatics. By J. E. Wal- 
lace Wallin. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1914. 
Pp. xiii+463. $2 . 00. 
With the application of the experimental method to mental phe- 
nomena by Wundt, Helmholtz, and others some forty years ago, a purely 
rational and introspective discipline was transformed into a science. 
The early researches of the experimental psychologists seemed remote 
indeed from concrete, social life. Chronoscopes, plethysmography, 
kymographs, and acoumeters seemed to have but little contact with 
life. William James, writing in 1890 on the methods and snares of 
psychology, has this to say about the experimental method: "But psy- 
chology is passing into a less simple phase. Within a few years what 
one may call a microscopic psychology has arisen in Germany, carried 
on by experimental methods, asking of course every moment for intro- 
spective data, but eliminating their uncertainty by operating on a large 
scale and taking statistical means. This method taxes the patience to 
the utmost, and could hardly have arisen in a country whose natives 
could be bored. Such Germans as Weber, Fechner, Vierordt, and 
Wundt obviously cannot; and their success has brought into the field 
an array of younger experimental psychologists, bent on studying the 
elements of the mental life, dissecting them out from the gross results 
in which they are embedded and as far as possible reducing them to 
quantitative scales. The simple and open method of attack having 
done what it can, the method of patience, starving out, and harassing 
to death is tried; the Mind must submit to a regular siege, in which 
minute advantages gained night and day by the forces that hem her in 
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must sum themselves up at last into her overthrow. There is little of 
the grand style about these new prism, pendulum, and chronograph- 
philosophers. They mean business, not chivalry. What generous 
divination, and that superiority in virtue which was thought by Cicero 
to give a man the best insight into nature, have failed to do, their spying 
and scraping, their deadly tenacity and almost diabolic cunning, will 

some day doubtless bring about It must be said that in some of 

these fields the results have as yet borne little theoretic fruit commen- 
surate with the great labor expended in their acquisition. But facts 
are facts, and if we only get enough of them they are sure to combine. 
New ground will from year to year be broken, and theoretic results will 
grow. Meanwhile the experimental method has quite changed the 
face of the science so far as the latter is a record of mere work done." 

The experimental method has justified itself by the fairly consistent 
body of fact and principle which constitutes the science of psychology. 
But the theoretic results, the absence of which from the earlier work 
caused James to complain, have led to practical applications of great 
social importance. The volume before us is witness to the fact. This 
book is one of a large number now appearing which have to do with the 
application of the methods of experimental psychology to educational 
problems. The particular problem in which the author of this book is 
interested is the problem of the mentally defective child. Such children 
have always occurred in the home and in the school. In the early part 
of the nineteenth century, Seguin and others showed that idiotic and 
imbecile children could be trained if proper educational methods were 
employed early in life. The responsibility of the state for the care of 
such children was speedily recognized by the creation of special insti- 
tutions. But only the low-grade children who are incapable of self- 
help of any considerable amount found their way into these places. In 
recent years, by the study of retardation in the schools, it has been found 
that there are large numbers of children who are incapable of profiting 
by the methods employed in the early grades for the normal children. 
Such children are called subnormal. In the larger cities special classes 
with specially trained teachers and a special equipment have been pro- 
vided for them. The laboratory methods have called for the training 
of experts who are competent to examine retarded children and prescribe 
an educational regimen adapted to the individual case. A clinical 
psychology which is based largely upon the results obtained from the 
study of mentally defective children has been developed. Special 
methods have been devised to apply to this particular subject-matter. 
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Dr. Wallin's book is a collection of articles and addresses nearly all of 
which have been previously published. Inasmuch as they were pre- 
pared for audiences representing somewhat divergent interests, there is 
a notable lack of coherence and system in the volume as a whole. The 
most important item in the book is the statement of the results of the 
study of the epileptics at the New Jersey State Village for Epileptics. 

H. C. Stevens 
Psychopathic Laboratory 
University of Chicago 



Liber alismus und Arbeiterfrage in Belgien (1830-1852). By Harry 
Isay. Stuttgart and Berlin: J. G. Cotta'sche Buchhandlung 
Nachfolger, 1915. Pp. 102. M. 3. 

This monograph treats of the relation of liberalism to the labor 
problem in Belgium in the period 1830-52. These years were char- 
acterized industrially by the rapid development of the proletariat and 
politically by the control of the party of the bourgeosie. The efforts 
of the liberals in solving the labor problem were confined to securing 
minor reforms, such as the governmental guaranty of voluntary old- 
age insurance and the state recognition of the benefit funds of working- 
men. The sentimental and superficial nature of the labor program of 
liberalism is shown by the fact that no proposal was made to repeal the 
law forbidding the combination of working-men. 

Ernest W. Burgess 
Ohio State University 



Carrying Out the City Plan. By Flavel Shtjrtleff and Freder- 
ick L. Olmstead. New York: Survey Associates, Inc., 1915. 
Pp. 349. 
The appearance of this book marks the transition from the era of 
propaganda to the period of practical action in civic beautification. 
Its object is to facilitate the movement for removing the obstacles now 
present in local situations by presenting the most important variations 
in actual use with regard to the acquisition of land by the municipality, 
the power to tax, and the police power. An enumeration of the chapter 
headings will show the practical value of the book from the legal and 
administrative standpoint in carrying out the city plan : (1) " The Public 
Ownership of Land." (2) "The Acquisition of Land." (3) "The 



